Then in those occipito-posterior positions, where the occiput rotates to the hollow of the sacrum, the head is born so.3
The occiput passes over the perineum, and then forehead, face, and chin come under the pubic arch. Lahs's theory explains clearly why this should happen.
In the ricketty pelvis the head most often presents with the sagittal suture close to the promontory, and the head transverse, as it is in this oblique position of the head that it is in stable equilibrium. From what we have said it will be seen that the shape of the foetal head, face, and breech, is to a certain extent a preparation for the emergencies of birth. In a normal head case in a normal pelvis, flexion and rotation are favoured by it. Should the pelvis be ricketty, the head, either first or last, still has the shape which favours its passage through the contracted conjugate ; and even for the minor deviations of face cases and badly-rotated occipitoposterior cases, we have the shape of the face and head markedly fitted for the best means of delivery.
To this we would finally add, that during labour, modifications in the shape of the head may favour or arrest its progress, and, in some rare cases, form a factor in causing peculiar mechanism.
Future observations are still needed as to the shape of the head after labour, as bearing on any peculiarity of its mechanism, and I hope that this communication will direct the attention of obstetricians to an interesting field.
